
Political Science 240 
The International System 

Prof. Griffiths 
Office: 322 Curry Building 

rjgriffi@uncg.edu 
Office Hours 10-11 TTh 

and by appointment 
 
 Whether we like it or not, the countries of the world have become much more connected 
to one another. Technological innovation and the availability of information have not only 
increased our knowledge of the world but also shaped international political and economic 
behavior. States can neither avoid interaction with one another nor the consequences of greater 
interdependence. International relations(IR) is the study of the relationship among states and 
other international actors and their impact on global issues. There are differing perspectives on 
the study of IR and often contrasting views on the important issues that make up the global 
agenda. This course is designed to introduce students to IR perspectives and enable them to 
understand and critically evaluate the conduct and context of international affairs. After 
completing this course, students will be able to do the following: 
 -identify the various perspectives in the study of IR; 
 -summarize the main components of these perspectives; 
 -explain the state policy making process for international issues; 
 -comprehend the range of issues facing the international community; 
 -discuss the nature of these challenges and their impact on international affairs; 
 -critically evaluate states’ international policies.        
 
Text: Russell Bova, 2012, How the World Works, 2nd Edition. Students are also required to keep 
up with international affairs by reading The New York Times and/or The Economist. This may be 
supplemented by news websites and broadcasts such as those on National Public Radio. There 
may also be supplemental readings posted on Blackboard.   
 
Method of Instruction and Evaluation: Classes will consist of  lecture and discussion. Class 
participation is encouraged and may help your final grade. Class discussion should always be 
guided by recognition of differing points of view and tolerance of those different viewpoints. 
Students should  read the assigned material before class and come to class prepared to discuss it. 
Attendance is essential if you expect to do well in the class. I also expect you to arrive to class 
on time, stay awake, and remain for the duration of class. You should leave class only in an 
emergency. Wandering in and out of class is distracting.  
 There will be two exams, a mid-term and a final during the semester, along with periodic 
quizzes on current international affairs. Students will also submit a five-page research paper on a 
contemporary topic in international relations. Details of this assignment will be posted on 
Blackboard.  
 The weight of the assignments is as follows: mid-term- 30%; final- 35%; paper- 30%;  
quizzes-5%.  
 Note: The final exam is scheduled for 4/30/2015 from 12:00-3:00.  
 
 



Policy on Electronic Devices: The use of all electronic devices is strictly prohibited in class. 
This includes laptop computers. All phones and computers must be turned off and put away 
before class. If you leave class to check your phone, don’t bother to come back. Use of your 
phone or computer in class will cost you five points off your final grade for the first infraction, 
ten for the second.   
 
  
Assigned Readings: Dates are approximate. 
 
1/15-1/22- Perspectives on the Study of International Relations. Bova, chapter 1. 
1/27- History and the Evolution of the International System. Bova, chapter 2.  
1/29-2/5- States and Foreign Policy Making. Bova, chapter 3. 
2/10-2/19-Violence and War. Bova, chapter 4. 
2/24-3/3- International Law and Organization. Bova, chapter 5. 
3/5- Mid-term Exam 
3/17-3/24- Human Rights. Bova, chapter 6.  
3/26-4/7- International Political Economy. Bova, Chapter 7. 
4/9-4/16- Challenges to the State System. Bova, chapter 8. 
4/21-4/23- Prospects for the Future. Bova, chapter 9.  
 


